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Lothersdale

The starting point is reached by turning off the A6068 at the west end 
of Cowling and heading down a steep bank leading to the Holy Trinity 
Church. There is roadside parking along Gill Lane. The first part of the walk 
follows the Pennine Way for 2¼ miles (3½ kilometres) to Lothersdale. 
Heading along the quiet road as it runs past the Millstone Grit cottages of 
Middleton, the Pennine Way joins from the left. Arriving at a junction, turn 
right and follow the road down to Gill Beck. Just over the bridge, a finger 
sign shows the Pennine Way turning onto a driveway. Instead of re-crossing 
the tree-lined beck, join a faint path heading north-north-west, up through 
walled pasture. Pausing to looking back, there are good views towards Earl 
Crag with its distinctive monuments. Crossing a step stile, cut across the 
top corner of a field to arrive at another stile lost among holly bushes (1 = 
SD 963 440).

This arduous walk is a prelude to the Millstone Grit 
landscapes of the South Pennines. It runs over pasture 
and moorland, crossing and re-crossing ridges that add 
greatly to the ascent but provide compensation in the form 
of extensive views. There is some fiddly route-finding along the way.
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Elslack Moor from Ickornshaw

Walk the Way in a Day
Walk 
38

Length: 13¼ miles (21½ kilometres)
Ascent: 2,838 feet (865 metres)
Highest Point: 1,273 feet (388 metres)
Map(s):  OS Explorer OL Map 21 (‘South Pennines’) (North Sheet)
Starting Point:  Gill Lane, Ickornshaw (SD 968 430)
Facilities: Public toilets and inn.
Website:  http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/pennine-way/route/walk-

way-day-walk-38-elslack-moor-ickornshaw
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Cowling
Cowling is located on the A6068, midway between Keighley and 
Colne. It grew up during the industrial revolution, and on either side 
of the busy main road there are long terraces of houses that were 
built to provide accommodation for the mill workers. Close by is 
Ickornshaw, an older and smaller settlement of stone-built cottages, 
located off the main road, beside a tree-lined stream (Ickornshaw 
Brook). At the boundary between the two villages is the Holy Trinity 
Church, established in 1845 under the Diocese of Bradford. Lord 
Philip Snowden, the first Labour Chancellor of the Exchequer, was 
born at the adjacent hamlet of Middleton in 1864.

Continuing gently uphill, aim to the left of a ruined farm building (High 
Stubbing), where a finger sign shows the route continuing over fields. 
Exiting onto an unclassified road, a short way to the right is a junction, 
where we turn down a lane. Another finger sign marks the point at which 
the Pennine Way leaves the road, crossing a step stile. Over a field, the 
path heads steeply downhill before veering towards a wooded clough at 
the foot of bracken-clad slopes. Fording Surgill Beck, follow a row of oak 
trees towards Woodhead farm cottages, where an access road is joined. As 
the track swings to the left, turn onto a faint path heading steeply downhill, 
following a line of telephone poles. Passing under mature broadleaf trees, 
the path meets an unclassified road at the west end of Lothersdale (2 = 
SD 959 460).

Lothersdale
Lothersdale is a quiet little village, hidden away in an isolated valley. 
Beside a tree-shaded beck, buildings of Millstone Grit cluster around 
an old woollen mill with a prominent chimney. The mill retains its 
waterwheel, although this is no longer operational. Quakers settled 
here during the reign of King Charles II, and their meeting house 
is still in use. A Georgian house to the east of the village - Stonne 
Gappe - was the basis of ‘Gateshead Hall’ in Charlotte Brontë’s ‘Jane 
Eyre’.

Elslack Moor

From here the Pennine Way is followed for 4½ miles (7 kilometres) over 
pasture and moorland to Thornton-in-Craven. Across the road from the 
old mill, a sign shows the Pennine Way heading north over fields, gaining 
height at a steady rate, with the dene of Stansfield Beck off to the right. 
Crossing straight over an unclassified road, a finger sign shows the route 
continuing along a farm access. As this swings towards Hewitts farm, cross 
a step stile and continue straight ahead. The path soon runs onto Elslack 
Moor, with walled pasture on the left and heather moorland to the right. 
Continuing over open moorland, a few small cairns confirm the route. 
When the path divides, take the left-hand branch (a sign here is a source 
of confusion), which soon arrives at an OS pillar marking the ‘summit’ (3 = 
SD 944 472).

This place is known as Pinshaw, and although it stands at just 1,273 feet 
(388 metres), the views are splendid. Looking to the north, the fells of 
the Central Pennines mark the horizon. Airedale appears as a patchwork 
of fields, spread over gently undulating terrain. To the east is Ilkley Moor, 
forming the watershed between Airedale and Wharfedale. To the south 
is Earl Crag, although it is principally westward - towards the enigmatic 
Pendle Hill - that the eye is drawn. From this apparently remote spot it 
is in fact just a short way down to a road, following a track that initially 
runs south-west, turning alongside a drystone wall to arrive at a junction. 
Crossing straight over, join a quiet moorland road (Clogger Lane) heading 
north-west, looking out for a ladder stile on the left (4 = SD 934 475).

Here a sign indicates a link to Earby Youth Hostel, although the Pennine 
Way continues north-west, weaving through clumps of rushes. There are 
short sections of flagstones and boardwalk as the path heads gently 
downhill beside a drystone wall. Eventually a finger sign shows the route 
turning over a footbridge, before continuing down beside a deep gully lined 
with oak, hawthorn and holly. Crossing cattle-churned pasture leading to 
Brown House farm, an access road is joined. Cutting through an old railway 
embankment, turn left and head up a tree-shaded road (Old Road) towards 
Thornton-in-Craven. Passing a row of stone-built cottages, a finger sign 
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marks the point at which we leave the Pennine Way (5 = SD 907 485).

Thornton Moor

The first part of the return route follows lanes and crosses pasture, 
heading south-east for 3¼ miles (5¼ kilometres). Following the pavement 
beside the busy main road, turn down Booth Bridge Lane, which runs 
through fields towards Booth Bridge farm. Passing the farm buildings, 
ignore a lane on the right and instead cross Earby Beck by a bridge. 
Ignoring a kissing gate on the left, head up a farm track. Turning off 
the track as it swings towards Booth House farm, continue south-east, 
heading steeply uphill beside an overgrown dyke. Passing a large cairn, the 
transmitter on Proctor Height Hill comes into view ahead. A short section of 
walled lane leads to a crossroads of routes, where we ignore tracks to left 
and right (the latter being signed for the youth hostel) and join a hardcore 
track leading to Oak Slack farm. Approaching the farm buildings, turn 
through a gap stile on the right (6 = SD 924 474).

Over a paddock, head down to Wentcliff Brook, which is crossed by a flat 
bridge. Passing through a gate into a field, head uphill beside a tree-lined 
gully. Crossing over the gully, pass an old farm building and continue 
south-east over grazing land. Joining a farm track (Dodgson Lane), this 
becomes an access road as it passes Dodgson’s farm, heading up to a 
road. Turning left, follow the grass verge towards the Proctor Height Hill 
transmitter. Before reaching the mast, turn through a gate leading to the 
access for Proctor Height farm. Leaving the track as it swings towards the 
farm buildings, look for a step stile straight ahead. Heading down through 
a field, a gate leads to a hardcore track at Bent Laithe farm. Crossing 
straight over the track, head diagonally across a field then down to the 
left of a drystone wall. Eventually a step stile leads to an unclassified road 
(Winter Gap Lane) (7 = SD 941 458).

Hawshaw Moor

From here the return route continues south-east over pasture, a distance 
of 3½ miles (5½ kilometres) back to the starting point (note that it is 

also possible to follow quiet roads south to Stone Head, then east to 
the junction at Gill). Crossing straight over the road, a finger sign points 
through a gate to a path running down the side of a field. Passing Raygill 
farm, turn left onto an access road. A fishing lake to the right of the leafy 
lane occupies part of Raygill Delf - a former limestone quarry where 
hippopotamus bones were discovered in 1880. Continuing towards The 
Fold, a finger sign marks a right turn over a step stile. Crossing Lothersdale 
Beck by a flat bridge, a faint path heads south, running uphill through 
fields. Eventually a step stile leads to an unclassified road, where a short 
way to the right the access track for Further Surgill Head farm is joined (8 
= SD 949 449).

Passing to the right of the farm, a gate leads to a corridorised path. 
Converging with a wooded clough, a narrow path zigzags down to a stream. 
Climbing out of the gill, head towards a byre, from where a farm track 
zigzags up Sweet Brow ridge. As the track levels-out, Earl Crag comes back 
into view, while Keighley can be seen to the east. Crossing an unclassified 
road (Cowling Hill Lane), follow an access track leading down to Higher 
Windhill farm. Approaching the farmhouse, turn through a gate on the 
left, joining a track leading to Low Windhill farm. Threading through the 
abandoned farm buildings, some cobbles leads to a gate. Through this, 
turn right and head down to a gap stile at the bottom of the field. A short 
way to the left the Pennine Way is re-joined (9 = SD 963 440). Retracing 
your steps to the junction at Gill, follow the quiet road back to the starting 
point.

This walk is reproduced with permission from Circular Walks on the Pennine Way by Kevin 
Donkin, published by Frances Lincoln.


