
page 1Walk 24: Baldersdale and Lunesdale Reservoirs

The Reservoirs

The starting point is reached by turning off the B6277 at the north end of 
Cotherstone and heading 3 miles (5 kilometres) up the Baldersdale road. 
From the car park at the south end of the dam, walk ¾ mile (1 kilometre) 
along the road until, just before Willoughby Hall farm, iron gates lead 
to a hardcore track (1 = NY 956 189). Following the track above Hury 
Reservoir, when it turns onto the dam at the foot of Blackton Reservoir 
instead join a permissive path running along the south shore. This 
becomes narrow as it loops around wooded inlets where streams empty 
into the reservoir. Eventually a farm track is joined as it crosses Hunder 
Beck by a bridge (2 = NY 933 181).

An enjoyable walk running beside the reservoirs of 
Baldersdale and Lunedale and crossing a series of 
moorland ridges. The remote farm where Hannah 
Hauxwell once lived and a Bronze Age tumulus are passed 
along the way. The return route follows a railway trail and quiet roads.
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Baldersdale and Lunedale 
Reservoirs

Walk the Way in a Day
Walk 
24

Length: 13½ miles (21¾ kilometres)
Ascent: 1,591 feet (485 metres)
Highest Point: 1,427 feet (435 metres)
Map(s):  OS Explorer OL Map 31 (‘North Pennines - Teesdale & 

Weardale’) (East Sheet)
Starting Point:  Hury Reservoir south car park, Baldersdale (NY 967 192)
Facilities: Public toilets at the north car park.
Website:  http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/pennine-way/route/walk-

way-day-walk-24-baldersdale-and-lunedale-reservoirs
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Hury and Little Hury Reservoirs
Hury is the lowest of Baldersdale’s reservoirs. It covers an area of 
125 acres (51 hectares), including a ‘lagoon’ at its head known as 
Little Hury. Built in 1894, the use of stone as a building material and 
the prevalence of crenellated walling dates the reservoir to the era of 
grand architecture. As per Grassholme Reservoir in Lunedale, it is a 
popular spot for anglers, being well-stocked with trout. Northumbrian 
Water permits public access to the reservoirs of Baldersdale and 
Lunedale, excluding those areas fenced off as nature reserves.

A short way ahead is Blackton Bridge, which is notable for being the mid-
point on the Pennine Way. Crossing the bridge, turn onto a grassy track 
heading up towards Low Birk Hatt farm, which was once the home of 
Hannah Hauxwell. Passing through a gate leading to the farm, an access 
road runs north through pretty meadows (a stretch of boardwalk on the left 
provides access to a visitor centre, which is well worth a look). Arriving at 
an unclassified road, a finger sign on the far side shows the Pennine Way 
crossing a drystone wall by a step stile (3 = NY 933 190).

Blackton and Balderhead Reservoirs
Blackton Reservoir was built by the Stockton & Middlesbrough Water 
Board in 1896, and covers an area of 66 acres (27 hectares). The 
reedy area at its head is designated as a nature reserve, with a bird 
hide providing an opportunity to survey visiting wildfowl (there are 
some helpful identification boards). Balderhead Reservoir was built 
in 1965 - the final link in the chain stretching up Baldersdale. It 
extends to 275 acres (111 hectares) and at its completion was the 
largest reservoir in the country, with a dam 3,030 feet (924 metres) 
long and 156 feet (48 metres) high. Below the dam is Baldersdale 
Youth Hostel, which provides accommodation for long-distance 
walkers on the Pennine Way.

From here the route crosses the ridge between Baldersdale and Lunedale, 
negotiating 1½ miles (2¼ kilometres) of rough terrain (an unclassified 
road running parallel to the Pennine Way offers an easy alternative). The 
faint path follows a drystone wall heading north-north-west over grassy 

moorland, climbing gently towards the watershed. Cutting across a couple 
of walls by step stiles, the route turns north as it heads downhill. Ahead are 
the reservoirs of Lunedale - Grassholme and Selset. Passing to the right of 
a byre, continue over pasture until an unclassified road is met (4 = NY 930 
212).

Grassholme and Selset Reservoirs
Grassholme Reservoir was built in 1915, and covers and area of 
142 acres (58 hectares). Close to the dam is a visitor centre, with 
refreshments, toilets and a car park. At the head of the reservoir is a 
nature reserve, complete with bird hide. Selset Reservoir was built in 
1960 and extends to 265 acres (108 hectares). After heavy rainfall, 
a thundering torrent of water pours down the overflow channel at the 
north end of the turf-faced dam.

A finger sign beside How farm shows the Pennine Way heading through 
a gate and across a field. Following a line of trees, a step stile leads to a 
rushy area, beyond which another unclassified road is met. Heading down 
the road, the neck of Grassholme Reservoir is crossed by a five-arched 
bridge (a submerged stone bridge just upstream is sometimes visible). 
Continuing up the road towards Grassholme farm, a finger sign shows the 
Pennine Way turning through the muddy farmyard, joining a faint path 
heading north-north-west over pasture. Crossing a broken wall to the left of 
a ruined barn, continue over cattle-churned pasture towards the B6276 (5 
= NY 924 225). This road connects Middleton-in-Teesdale and Brough via 
the interestingly-named Grains o’ th’ Beck.

Harter Fell

The next part of the walk runs 2¾ miles (4¼ kilometres) around the flanks 
of Harter Fell. Crossing straight over the road, join a tarmac track leading 
to Wythes Hill farm, then follow a faint path heading north-east over walled 
pasture. From a ruined barn, a quad track runs east then north-east over 
rough grazing, converging with a drystone wall that marks the crest of the 
ridge. Here the walk tops-out at a respectable 1,427 feet (435 metres). 
Passing through a gate, a good path heads north-east down gentle slopes, 
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This walk is reproduced with permission from Circular Walks on the Pennine Way by Kevin 
Donkin, published by Frances Lincoln.

avoiding patches of limestone scree. Middleton-in-Teesdale can be seen 
down in the valley, while at the end of the ridge is Kirkcarrion - a Bronze 
Age tumulus, crowned with an enclosed stand of conifers. Eventually the 
path arrives at junction of Holwick road and the B6277 (this place will 
be remembered from the previous walk). Following the main road down 
towards the auction mart, cross over to join a tarmac track leading to Step 
Ends farm (6 = NY 946 251).

Romaldkirk Moor

It is here that we leave the Pennine Way. The access road runs along the 
south bank of the River Tees, becoming a hardcore track as it passes the 
farm. Leaving the track at a marker post, head up a tree-covered bluff then 
diagonally across fields to emerge onto the B6277. Turning left, head along 
the road a short way. Passing Lonton farm, a finger sign shows a path 
running over a field towards a ladder stile, where the Tees Valley Railway 
Walk is joined. Heading south-east along the pleasant, hawthorn-lined 
track, just after crossing the Lune Viaduct, turn off the railway walk onto 
Cote House Road (7 = NY 959 240).

Tees Valley Railway
The railway line from Barnard Castle to Middleton-in-Teesdale was 
opened in 1868 by the Tees Valley Railway Company, then taken 
over in 1882 by the North Eastern Railway. It fell into disuse when 
Crossthwaite Quarry closed. The route is now open to the public as 
the Tees Valley Railway Walk, catering for walkers, cyclists and horse-
riders, with lofty viaducts still spanning the wooded valleys of the 
Balder and the Lune.

A short way along the lane, a finger sign points up a hardcore track leading 
to Acres farm. From the farmhouse, head south-west over fields, with 
the rolling terrain making for some tricky navigation. Converging with a 
drystone wall, follow this south for a way before crossing by a step stile. 
Continuing south-west over rough grazing, an unclassified road is soon 
met (8 = NY 954 228). Crossing straight over the lane, join a single track 
road heading steeply uphill beside an overgrown quarry. The next part 

of the walk follows the road for 2 miles (3¼ kilometres) as it runs over 
Romaldkirk Moor towards Baldersdale. The road is flanked by heather 
moorland then, as it tops-out, it passes an isolated farm (Botany). Passing 
another farm, the road heads down through pasture to arrive at a junction 
near the hamlet of Hury (9 = NY 958 199).

Turning left, head along the road, looking for a step stile on the right. This 
is difficult to spot, there being no waymarker, and should not be confused 
with a nearby gap stile (note that if daylight is failing, it is possible to follow 
quiet roads back to the starting point). Crossing the stile, head down the 
side of a field. Just before reaching a ruined farm, turn left over a gap stile. 
Hooking around a derelict barn, switch to a bridleway route following an 
overgrown farm track. Passing through a set of iron gates, Hury Reservoir 
north car park is reached. From here a track runs along the top of the dam, 
crossing an overflow channel by an iron bridge to arrive back at the starting 
point.


