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Trail management and 
trail manager role



Information and promotion



Enhancements



European cultural routes –
Via Francigena



Sustainable tourism supporting natural & 
cultural heritage

Green Pilgrimage Project
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‘Discover England’s Great Walking Trails’
New products for an international audience
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What we’re looking for
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Planning a walk
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Risk Assessment
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Definitions
Hazard

Risk

Risk level

Precautions

Risk assessment

Generic risk assessment
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Hazard identification
People:Who, what do they do, any hazardous work or 

environment, specialist skills needed

Equipment: Fixed and portable machinery, personal 
protective equipment, hand tools, vehicles etc.

Materials: Raw materials, chemicals, packaging

Environment: Buildings & premises, biological hazards, urban 
or rural, weather, heat/light, dust

• What risks do these pose, how, and what control strategies are 
in place?
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Human factors in safety
Lapses in Concentration
Proper and safe course of action chosen but a slip occurs in performing 
it.
Misperceptions
Decisions based on information, but not all relevant information is there.  
Information is ignored which doesn’t fit in with their previous experience.
Mistaken Actions
Doing the wrong thing under the impression that it is correct.
Mistaken Priorities
Conflict between output and safety measures.
Wilfulness
Wilfully disregarding safety - a rare cause of accidents.  Fine line between 
‘mistaken priorities’ and ‘wilfulness’.
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Natural features 
of the

North Downs Way 







Conserve and Restore



Geology





North Downs 

National Character Areas

South Downs 

North Kent Plain 

Romney 
Marshes

High Weald
Low Weald

Wealden 
Greensand

Thames Basin 
Lowlands

North Downs Way 

Greater Thames 
Estuary

Pevensey Levels



Protected landscapes

Kent Downs AONB

Surrey Hills AONB



Protected sites

Sites of Special Scientific Interest





“Chalk grassland is the 
European equivalent of 
tropical rain forest.”

David Bellamy
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Teaching and 
learning styles



The Learning Pyramid
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Settlements, buildings 
and military structures 

of the 
North Downs Way
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Settlements

Historic settlements (often 
below the trail)
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Settlements

Historic settlements (often 
below the trail)

Distance from the trail
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Settlements

Historic settlements (often 
below the trail)

Distance from the trail

Transport links
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Settlements

Historic settlements (often 
below the trail)

Distance from the trail

Transport links

Refreshments
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Settlements

Historic settlements (often 
below the trail)

Distance from the trail

Transport links

Refreshments

Overnight stays
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Buildings and other 
landscape features

Prehistoric structures
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Buildings and other 
landscape features

Prehistoric structures

Churches and other religious 
buildings
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Buildings and other 
landscape features

Prehistoric structures

Churches and other religious 
buildings

Hollow ways
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Buildings and other 
landscape features

Prehistoric structures

Churches and other religious 
buildings

Hollow ways

Transport buildings
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Buildings and other 
landscape features

Prehistoric structures

Churches and other religious 
buildings

Hollow ways

Transport buildings

Other buildings
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Military heritage

Castles
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Military heritage

Castles

Forts
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Military heritage

Castles

Forts

Pillboxes
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Military heritage

Castles

Forts

Pillboxes

Other 20th century conflict 
archaeology
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Planning and 
delivering a walk


