Walk the Way in a Day
Walk

3

Windy Gyle and the Border Ridge

An enjoyable hill-walk following droveways and a short
section of the border ridge. The views are excellent
throughout, but are particularly extensive from the
summit of Windy Gyle, which is marked by a Bronze Age
burial cairn.
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Length:
9¾ miles (15¾ kilometres)
Ascent:
1,686 feet (514 metres)
Highest Point: 2,031 feet (619 metres)
Map(s):	OS Explorer OL Map 16 (‘The Cheviot Hills’) (East Sheet)
Starting Point:	Rowhope Burn, Upper Coquetdale (NT 860 114)
Facilities:
Public toilets and inn at Alwinton.
Website:	http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/pennine-way/route/walkway-day-walk-3-windy-gyle-and-border-ridge
The Street
Turning off the B6341 between Rothbury and Elsdon, follow an unclassified
road to Alwinton. The starting point is then 7 miles (11¼ kilometres) along
a single track road running up the beautiful Coquet Valley. Care is needed
on the long, slow drive-in, the road being frequented by sheep and cattle.
About 1 mile (1½ kilometres) past Wedder Leap (Barrowburn) picnic
place, at the confluence of Rowhope Burn and the River Coquet, there is a
roadside parking area with space for about a dozen cars. During the late18th century this was the remote location of an inn (Slyme Foot) selling
illicit whisky.
Alwinton
With a population of just 80, Alwinton (pronounced ‘al’inton’) is little
more than a hamlet, although it does have an inn. This is the Rose
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& Thistle, where Sir Walter Scott stayed while researching his novel
‘Rob Roy’. The village hosts the Border Shepherd’s Show, held on the
second Saturday in October. There are public toilets at the National
Park car park, which is a popular starting point for walkers and
cyclists heading up Clennell Street.
The first part of the walk follows a droveway for 3¼ miles (5 kilometres) up
onto the border ridge. This is the Street, which connects Upper Coquetdale
and the Kale Water Valley, and is one of the classic routes in the Cheviot
Hills. A finger sign points through a gate to where a quad track heads
up the steep, grassy slope at the end of a broad ridge. As the gradient
slackens, with the route now heading north-west, a marker post shows a
bridleway cutting across the track (1 = NT 850 117).
Continuing straight ahead, the track follows a fence along the crest of the
ridge. To the right is the deep valley of Rowhope Burn, to the left that of
Carlcroft Burn. Passing to the right of a bump on the ridge (Swineside Law),
then dropping to a saddle, the fence is crossed at a kink before the track
again heads steeply uphill. The final section, running over Black Braes, is
badly rutted. Eventually a finger sign marks the point at which the Pennine
Way crosses the track (2 = NT 835 150).
Windy Gyle
Here we turn off the Street, just short of the crest of the border ridge (the
Pennine Way cuts the corner to avoid a mire known as Foul Step). The next
part of the walk follows the Pennine Way over Windy Gyle, a total of 2½
miles (4 kilometres). The path initially heads north-east over rough terrain.
Crossing a rushy gully at the head of Foulstep Sike, the border fence is
met at a star-shaped marker (these identify archaeological remains, and
are seen throughout Otterburn Training Area). The gradient stiffens as the
route crosses to the Scottish side of the fence, continuing up towards the
sprawling cairn that marks the summit (3 = NT 855 152).
Windy Gyle
At 2,031 feet (619 metres), Windy Gyle is over-shadowed by the

Cheviot, although it still offers exceptional views. The summit is
marked by Russell’s Cairn. This is thought to be a Bronze Age burial
cairn, although it takes its name from Lord Francis Russell, son-inlaw of Sir John Forster, Warden of the Middle March, who was killed
near here in 1585 during a Wardens’ meeting. Today it is home to an
OS pillar and a rough shelter.
This would be a good place to stop for lunch. From the cairn a finger sign
shows the Pennine Way heading east-north-east. It is possible to head
down on either side of the fence, although the path on the English side is
partially flagged (this is joined by following flagstones leading south from
the cairn to a stile). On the way down another large cairn is passed, this
time surmounted by a star-shaped marker. Eventually the path arrives at
the point where Clennell Street crosses the border ridge (4 = NT 871 160).
Clennell Street
It is here that we leave the Pennine Way, following good tracks for 4 miles
(6½ kilometres) back to the starting point. Turning onto Clennell Street,
this initially heads south-east. Ignoring signed routes running towards
the conifer plantation on the left (the first of these being Salter’s Road - a
droveway and pack-horse route), stay on the track as it swings around to
head south. From the head of the valley of Hepden Burn, the track zigzags
down the steep, bracken-covered slopes of Hazely Law. A finger sign at the
bottom shows Clennell Street crossing straight over a hardcore track and
continuing on towards Alwinton (5 = NT 875 137).
A short way along the droveway, just before reaching a shed, turn right,
joining a track zigzagging down to Hepden Burn. Crossing the stream by
a flat bridge (which is sometimes over-washed), a gate leads to a grassy
track, heading south-west as it climbs gently out of the gully to arrive at
a hardcore track. This is the long access road for Uswayford farm, and is
followed back to the starting point. Ignoring a gate and stile on the left
(marking the point at which the Border County Ride leaves our route), stay
on the hardcore track as it starts a gradual descent into a long valley.
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When the hardcore track swings right to loop around a gully, instead
continue straight down the steep slope. Fording a small stream, the track
is rejoined. As another track joins from the right, Trows Burn is crossed by
a footbridge (6 = NT 855 126). Passing Trows farm, the track becomes
tarmac as it runs beside the busy stream. At Rowhope farm the stream
is crossed by a flat bridge (which again is sometimes over-washed), just
before its confluence with Rowhope Burn. From here the access road is
followed down the narrow valley back to the starting point.

This walk is reproduced with permission from Circular Walks on the Pennine Way by Kevin
Donkin, published by Frances Lincoln.
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