
Churchstoke 

The earliest surviving structure in 

Churchstoke is the 13th century tower 
of St Nicholas Church. Set in a circular 

churchyard, the rest of the church dates 
from the 19th century. 

Roundton Hill Nature Reserve overlooks 
the town and is owned by Montgomery-

shire Wildlife Trust. The hill is volcanic in 
origin and has the remains of an Iron 

Age hillfort on its 1,200ft / 366m sum-
mit. 

There are wonderful panoramic views 
from here, stretching out across the 

Welsh / Shropshire border towards 
Montgomery and the Severn Valley, and the Long Mynd and the Stiperstones in England. 

 

Did you know? The name 'Churchstoke' appears in the Domesday Book and suggests a 
village built around a church. 

 

Archaeological Information 

The tower of St Nicholas Church was used as a place of refuge during the Civil War. 

In 1646, Royalists were planning to camp overnight at Churchstoke and took refuge in 
the church. However, they were forced to surrender in the ensuing battle when the Parlia-

mentarians set fire to the church door. 

Following the restoration of 1812, there are only a few signs of musket shots remaining 

notably by the window on the north wall of the tower. 

Field shapes developed irregularly during Medieval times, as woodlands were gradually 

felled. 

Hedgerows marking field boundaries often contained many species of plants and trees. 

Mature oak trees that can now be seen standing in the middle of fields, indicate the posi-

tion of past hedgerows and can show how field boundaries have changed. 

The present-day field pattern has been in existence since the mid 19th century. 

The settlement of Churchstoke - as described in the Domesday Book of 1086 - became 
part of the lordship of Montgomery that same year. 

Former industry in Churchstoke included a brickworks, which operated from the 1870s to 
the 1920s. As well as producing bricks, it also made drainage pipes and flowerpots. 

Local quarries were in use until the early 20th century, while a water mill to 
the south of the village on the River Camlad was renovated in the 17th centu-

ry, only for it to fall into disrepair again by the 19th century. 


