,. a long

- §, )y distance

ey a _bridleroute
e, P

Produced in 1990. In progress to be updated in 2008.

The Swan's Way long distance bridieroute runs from
Salcey Forestin the north to Croring on Thames in the
south, a distance of 63 miles

The bodieroure crosses mvery wide vanery of scenary
slarting at Saltey Forest in Northamptonshire, then
crossing the Ouse Valley, offering fine views, and
passing through part of the prowing new city of Mil-
ton Keynes. South of Milton Keynes is the Vale of
Avlesbury with dts hilly arcas of Widddsdon and
Quainton. Swan’s Way follows the chalk scarpof the
Chittern Hills with 118 beechwoods, valleys and views,
down to the Thames ol Goring.

This leaflet marks the route and desctibes some fea-
tures of interest. Post Offices and telephones ane indi-
cated on the map incuse of emergency, logether witl
prublic houses and spitable parking places; Water Is
not alwavs easily-available. therefors a collapsabic
bocker s advised, The bridlerpute §s. clearly
waymarked with the Swan's Way logo.

Produced by Rights of Way Service,
Buckinghamshire County Council.

Contact us at

row@bucksce.gov.uk Gy aa

To report a problem on this route please_ 5
contact Highways on Call on ;
0845 2302882

W Hariwal|

Suleey Forest is a large remaining area. of Ancient

Royal Hunting Forest of over 1.200 ucres. The Fores-
try Commision have provided rides, walks {including
those (o the disabled) and a picnic area, The'south
eastern part of the forest { mature oaks; hazel and ash)
15 an important nature réserve, with grasslund ricles
and woodlund marging being valuahle for butterffies

muths pnd birds.

The church of St James the
Girean m Hanslope with 1is
slender and graceful spire
1% anotable fomdmark: The spire,
rebuilt aftes being stek by
lightring m FA04 rises [
ihie fllecntly century twer
ind s sappored biv & 1¥ine
hrittresses
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The lind drops down dromatically
from east of Haversham into the
Ouse Valley providing o
panaramibe view of Linfond Lakes,
| The route passes by the remaing
Lol the twellth century
. Church of 51, Peters now
restored a8 i local monument.
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- The route through Mi ji-_ Keynes shown at an anlarged scale. @mmmm
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The Grand Lnion Canal, built between 1793 and 1805,
runs through Milwn Keynes. It provided & vital link
berween London and the Industrial Midlands, but today
it 1s-used for leisure purposes.

Between Stantonbiry and New Bradwell the ride follows
adisused branch raillway, closed in 1964, now providing
u cycleway. footpath and bridleway.

Amodembuilding justio e eastis the A.R.C. Wildfowl
Ceatre and nalure teserve creating a valuable nature
resource fram wet gravel pits. Visitors are welcome by
uppointment.

Swan's Way pusses through the New City of Milton
Keynes, planned to have a populution of 200,000 by.
‘the end of the century. The needs of horseriders in
“and around the New City have not been overlooked!

Brudwell Windmill was built
around 1817 and ceased working
in 1876. 1t has now been restored e
as an example of ndustnal srchueology.

Bradwell Abbey priory was founded in the middle of the
I2th century by the Benedictine Manks,  After the
Dissolution, the abbey continued tobe ised a5 a farm by
varions tenants.
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‘Now only the [4th century chiapel md o few
remaing of structures mcorparited o laer

buildings sall siand. The [7ih century fmrmbouse J .‘... : N

will:soon become the home of the 'Cly of
Biscovery Centre, which will affer environmeninl &
Interpretatiom Pncilitkes For people by Ehe area,

Loughton Valley Park extends-from Miltan Keynes
Bowl to Loughton Village, antd (orms part of the eity's
penerous network of parks and open spaces,

Loughton Brook lag @ long history of flooding. To
control it four balancing lakes have beéen buill along
its conirse . Swan's Way passes hy twis of these lakes,
Hancroft (occasionally wer) and Lodge Lake where
skilful planning has comhined engineering works with
an attractive purkland setting.

Whaddon Village 15 on & high plateas und has an
Intecesting church, Whaddon m whee  Edound
Spenser wrote some of thie “Faerle Quesi®

The priory earthworks o the et of Whadion,
albagside the path, mark the site of Speistall Priory,
u Benedictine Abbey founded fn abost 1106 aid s
solved in 1535

The attractive village of
Swinbourne wis virtunally

This majarity of s black
and  white cottages ure
seventeenth century.

North Marston was n famous plice of pilgnmage. The
spring, reputed 1o have healing properties, s now
mibrked by o pump and & stone structure. The church
is very arteactive with a pave toof duting from Chave-
ers day. If was restored by Queen Victorin using a for-
tumie Jeft 10 her by 2 losl mises,

y
]
I Motk

destroyed inthe cvil war Ehag e

Among the hilly purrounding Quainion hes Fulbrook
Farm, & 16th century muated mumar bouse, On the
ntrthern slopes of Cruaninton Hll sidees murk the site
of o dexerted modinevil sottlément.

Denhin Lodpe oo very o garly 17th century
hiouse, still surtouded by s waier filled moat. In
pdditicn there wro the earthworks of a desenéd
mkehlseval Uilage.

Ouinton Villige has many fioe baldings including.
the old windmill. The church at Ouaimton hes a large
eollegtion uf fumily. moniments and statues,

Swin's Way, south of the A4l skirts the enstern edge
af Waddesdon Manor and grounds. The Manor is
built o the Freoch 'Chatean® stvle. The gardens were
ull carefully designed to give views oul over the sur-
rotmdmg qountryside, The' house anil gardens are
now tmanaged by the National Trosl.

From Waddesdon to Stone, Swan's Way passes
through some very attractive counrryside snd park-
lanid, belonging m the Waddesdin estute,
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Stone has a fine parily =
Nogfman Pavish Chureh
with & remurkeble Nor- |
mian Fomt with-a design of I
humun heads, birds, ani- .
mils and fishes:

B Jaka s Mg o
Church Jiies=
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Upper Winchendon situared on a
ridpe gives exteneive views of the
Thame Valley and the Clillems,
The twellth centiury church is o
delight.

Evthrope Park is s mostattractive parkland and Farm-
ing arca, The charming surrounilings of the River
Thame sre worth lingering over.

Moreton Farm, {4 & good
cxample of & deseridd
mediseval village with w mom
which would surround the old
Manor House, Many of these
desertcd  willsges  resuled
from b chomge over from cere-
als vo sheep in dhe e
mediaovil period

limer {% an altrctive village, worth the
slight detour. SL Peter’s Church Iy nne
of The oldest in the Ditcese of Oxford,
‘I“:;Sul; N:';rmm““ trmim-.- rebuilt m ohout

s unustal shingle spire was
restored in 1979,

Bledlow is u very uttractive village with 4 find setting
on the western scarp of the Chilternz, OF particulinr
interest is the Norman Chutch of the Haly Trinity
with its flint faced walls, The river Lyde rises from a
spring io the churchyard snd o parden has been lhid
out here with broadwalk. The Lipns Pub dates from
the seventeenth century.

|
mﬁ,’*‘;‘m r":;p-ﬂu

NCES:
F RISEORG tf‘;

S| I AWainhll was probably carved by a local landowner,

Blediow Cop rines 709 feet ubove sea level und s 4
round barmow stop the crest. Mledlow Cross s

himiating the nearly Whiteleal Crims 10 Ihe late
elghleenth contury

A

From the west of Blediow, Swan's Way follows the
Ridgeway Long Distance Route senith westwards fo

Swyneombe Dowis. The Rllgeway Long Distnee
] Roiute wivk gpened upin P97 running from Ivinghoe | |

\ Beacon in Bucks to near Avebury in Wiltshire. ful- .
C howinge the chitk cidge wnd allording msgnilicen -
views, It i une of the great prehistoric tacks ol Eng-

Linat. -

Beweon Hill nodh of the
MAL rlses 1o TRE Teet. The
Aston  Rownnt  Nhtional
Niture  Reserve Is well
known for lts muny plants
Sanid juniper. privet and




The Watlington White mark was carved in 1764 by a
Mr. Home who could see Wailington Churcly from
hie window, outlined against the hifl. He thought the

whurch shoulid have @ spite s0 he had ope carved 50

that from hiy window, church and challespire seemed
together! . '

Withngton FIE and ts White Mark are munaged by
the Mational Trust. Watlington Hill nses 1o 686 feet
giving supierts views, OF interest o nuturilists are it
yews.

Fwalme i & ploure book slilige well winth seeing Soath Stoke i o Thamos side ilage siih conpders:
AL i Dot s the marvellous af chirch, ble ohiapom and dotereu. with Ite fhwbth wid chieh
almshouses and the village schood, sl Buily o the mul whileh i owie TN il Thi Thuikitbes

| 5th contiory by the Bt of Satfolk and his site Adice, b A ot e v§ b
the granddoughiter of the pewt Chapess, 16 inlustries s o ' Hage ﬂﬂl‘lﬁ

inglude wiatercress b the streum rannling thiough e
vilinge and n_ honey bottling factoey.

Cinmmng on Thasmes i+ mow wissctivaly sived wwn in

th tiver g of thy Chilterme. The w
lm“lmmmnm w&
mmtlfthll{l'l'lmm‘-lilh

L
Swan’s Wiy crosses Crrion s CTle Dhievil sl Dhiteh which
runs-east fo west. The ancieny eurthworks can be
trnced ‘in Herttordshire, Bucks wmd Ostfordalire 1y
had different lanctions, Here It fiomed 4 teaitosal
boundary betwesn twio Tron Aged tribal kingdoms,

e bochos and ki, the Chorch
ol S Thopias athog fromi 1129,
wiid the fine eollection of hatore
buildings make Goring i ideal
st or frnbih to Swan's Wiy

Fhys o 8 of
il B P iy

'g: (Ch\ganms
e )

. F“!ﬂfg i -
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