A circular walk to the Hadrian’s Wall trail from the Hearth arts centre and coffee shop www.thehearth.co.uk in Horsley village. OS ref 093659.
This 6 mile walk starts at the Hearth coffee shop in Horsley village.  Horsley has a fascinating history (ref.  www.hadrianswallnorthumberland.co.uk and www.horsleyvillage.co.uk  ) There is a laminated heritage trail that you may borrow at the coffee shop to guide you around the village.  Many of the older farmsteads have dressed stone taken from Hadrian’s Wall.
Leave the Hearth by taking the path to the west of the village alongside the B6528 road until you reach the underpass below the A69 trunk road.  The lane you now follow in a northerly direction is marked to Harlow Hill.  There are wonderful views of the valley as you reach the crest in the lane.  Descend this crest into the valley bottom where on your left you will see a by-way finger post leading to the small hamlet of Welton. Take this tree lined lane until Spital farm is reached.  Spital was once the site of a medieval hospital and later became important as a spa as it is close to a band of limestone where water gathers health giving minerals.  Keep to the right of the farm passing an old pig sty then go through a metal gate into the narrow copse beyond.  Below the copse is the Whittle Burn which you cross by means of a small footbridge.  After crossing the burn you turn right and follow the field boundary in the direction of Welton. Ignore a farm bridge on your right crossing the overflow channel from the reservoirs and continue on the inward curve along the field boundary until a distinct wider track emerges.  This lovely lane with ancient hedgerows takes you to Welton farm.  The path cuts straight through the farmyard and on your left you will note the remains of an old pele tower. Pele towers were a feature of Northumberland during the days of the Border Reivers in the sixteenth century when there were frequent troubles between Border families.
After leaving the farm you now follow the metalled road over the causeway which divides the reservoirs until you reach the B6318 road.  It is here at the crossroads you join the Hadrian’ Wall trail.  Take care crossing the road and head east in the direction of Harlow Hill.  There is a delightful picnic site and bird hide where you can take a well earned break overlooking the Great Northern Reservoir.  This fascinating series of water courses and reservoirs has a catchment many miles to the north and west.  It was the brainchild of a number of Newcastle entrepreneurs including John Dobson who wished to provide the city with fresh water.
Harlow Hill provides stunning views of the parish of Horsley and its neighbours. Continue east from the hamlet until you see a finger post on the opposite side of the road marked Horsley.  The post in question is sited a few metres from the entrance to Albermarle barracks.  Take the lane to Horsley in a southerly direction until you reach a crossroads.  The lane to your left leads to the very Scottish sounding name Dunslawholm.  You proceed south over a delightful bridge which crosses the now disused aqueduct. Following the field boundary the path heads in a straight line to Horsley Hill and Duns Law. It is worth diverting your attention to Horsley Hill which is the site of an Iron Age hill fort.  Here on a clear day there are magnificent views of the Simonside Hills, Cheviot and the Hadrian’s Wall crags.  These local hills at Horsley are sandstone and have been worked to provide material for homes, farms and barns.  On leaving Duns Law the path is well marked to the west. You pass through an elongated copse which contains a long disused sandstone quarry until a gate leads onto a concrete track which quickly connects to the Harlow Hill/Horsley lane by which you make your return to the Hearth.
